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Astronomical Society of the Pacific. *33 

At n h 39 m , P. s. t, J. E. K. noted that the satellite was no 
longer visible, and it was recorded that just before this it. was distant 
from the inner edge of ring B by one-third of the width of the gauze- 
ring. (See the cut near a.) With a power of about 1400, J. E. K. 
could at times see the new division in ring A. 

The satellite was carefully searched for by Mr. Barnard with 
the twelve- inch, and no trace of it was seen or suspected. This result 
shows how delicate was the observation, and makes it probable that 
this phenomenon has not been observed elsewhere than at the Lick 
Observatory. E. S. H., J. E. K., E. E. B. 

Contributions of Albrecht Durer to Astronomy. 
[Extract from a Letter of Dr. C. H. F. Peters.] 

Apropos of a note with the above title in Publ. A. S. P. (vol. II, 
p. 20), I have received a letter from Dr. C. H. F. Peters, Director 
of the Litchfield Observatory, of Clinton, New York, a portion of 
which I take the liberty of reprinting here. Dr. Peters says : 

" In the last number of the Publications is a little note of yours 
on the two star-maps published by Heinfogel, with the figures of 
the constellations drawn by Durer, which specially interested me, 
as a copy of these maps came into my possession a few years ago. 
"By an accident, some copies of these maps were discovered in 
Vienna, and Professor Weiss* gave to me the copy which he had 
exhibited at the Kiel meeting of the Astronomische Gesellschaft. (See 
V. J. S., vol. 22, p. 269.) I take great pleasure in presenting these 
maps to you, as I know you appreciate such historical documents, f 
******* 

"Compare on these maps Cetus or Piscis australis, Gemini, Bootes, 
Hercules, which are quite original with Durer, with modern draw- 
ings. Centaurus cum Lupo resembles the drawing in Sufi, and that 
upon the Arabic globes somewhat. Andromeda has, with Durer, a 
rather awkward position. In the Progymnasmata of Tycho Brahe 
we find a drawing of Cassiopea that resembles Durer's. The 
general and principal difference between Durer's and the 
modern figures consist in this; that the former represents the figures 
as seen on the outer surface of the globe — that is, with their backs . 
towards us. Queer contortions of the head thus originated, as, for 



* Director of the Imperial Observatory at Vienna. 

t These have been deposited in the library of the Lick Observatory, and will be exhibited to 
the meeting of the Astronomical Society, May 31. 
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example, in Orion, Perseus and Auriga ( ' Erichthonius ), the latter 
almost incredible and not worthy of a Durer. Remark, also, the 
head-gear of the four astronomers in the corners ! Those of Mani- 
lius and of Al Sufi may be all right; but that Ptolemy should have 
worn a beaver-hat, or Aratus what looks almost like a derby, one 
cannot well imagine ! In the left-hand lower corner of the map for 
the southern hemisphere you will find the names of the authors — 
Stabius, Heinfogel and Durer — and what each of them has con- 
tributed to the work." 

I am sure that my friend Dr. Peters will allow me to print this 
private note on a very interesting portion of the history of astronomy 
about which his ripe scholarship allows him to speak with authority. 

W. M. Conway, Esq., of London, author of a work on Durer, 
kindly writes me to say that Thausing's Life of Durer (II, 1 22, 1 23, 
1 80) refers to the maps in question. E. S. H. 

Reports of the Solar Eclipses of January and of Decem- 
ber, 1889. 

The edition of the report of the eclipse of January, 1889 has 
been distributed, and there are no more copies on hand. The report 
on the December eclipse is in course of preparation. It will proba- 
bly contain : 

I. Reports on the Total Solar Eclipse of December, 1889, by 
Messrs. Holden, Burnham, Schaeberle, Barnard. 

II. Reports on the Total Eclipse of the Moon of July, 1888, by 
all the astronomers. 

III. Catalogue of the Library of the Lick Observatory, by 
Edward S. Holden. It will be illustrated with silver prints from 
the eclipse negatives and from drawings, etc. E. S. H. 

"The California Earthquakes (1850-88) and their Rela- 
tion to Eclipses of the Sun and Moon." 
[By Dr. F. K. Ginzel]. 

Under this title Dr. Ginzel (Astronomer in the Royal Observa- 
tory of Berlin) has printed two articles in Himmel und Erde for 
March and April, 1890, to which attention is called. The immediate 
object of Dr. Ginzel's essay is to demolish the theory by which Dr. 
Falb of Vienna claims to predict earthquakes; and this object is 
accomplished in a neat, workmanlike and unanswerable manner. His 



